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tbe High Court of Parliament againſt the Exportation of 
Woot, Tarn, &c. ont of England and Ireland, into 


He Indirect Pradtices of ſome Perſons to enforce a belief of a publick advantage 
by the Exportation of Wool inte Foreign 'parts, occaſions this to be humbly 
offered to the ſeveral Members of this High Court, feriouſly to conſider the. 


* Reaſons alledged againſt them, and to preyent any favourable opinion ſuch a de- 
ſtrudtive proceeding to the King and Kingdom might receiye. | 


. For though tlie Exportation .of Wool hath in former times been allow'd , when our Engbſh 


 ManufaQure was not brought to that height and perfefion that now it is , yet it does not con- 


Tequently follow , that there ſhould be no reſtraint'to it in ſucceeding times, when a conſidera- 
ble part of the. Nation have made it their buſineſs to apply themſelves to the management of 


'that Aﬀair, Experience hath made out the conſequence of that Exportation to be injurious to 


the Kingdoms. Intereſt, ſo that the Supreme Authority of the Nation hath been convinced of 


'the neceſſity of EnaQing thoſe ſeveral Statutes, which. are now in force. againſt it. The 


Queſtion is. not, what was fit to be done in former times , but what is neceſſary now , accor- 
ding to the preſent State of the Kingdom ; for what.was adjudged unneceſſary in former 


Apes, may be of Superlative uſe in this: Therefore ſoon after his Majefties Reſtauration , _ 


ſtrict Laws were made to Prohibit the Exportation of Wool , and the grounds were (as by the 


, following Preamble of the faid A& may appear.) 


XI CaRoL1 Secundi Regis. Cap. 32- 


An Ad for prohibiting the Exportation of Wool , Wool-fells ; 
N Fullers-Earrh , Or any kind of Scouring Earth. NI El hs Lo es 


For the better preventins and avoiding of ſuch loſſes and inconveniences as have 
happened , and daily do and may happen to the Kingdom of England ,, and Domi- 
ion of Wales , and to the Kingdom of Ireland, by and through the ſecret and ſubtil 
Exportation and Tranſportation, and by and through the ſecret and ſubtil carrying and 
conveying away of Wooll , Wool-fells, Mortlings, Shorlings,, Yarn made of Wool, 
wool Flocks , *Fullers Earth, and Fulling-Clay out of and from the Kingdoms and Domi- 
ion aforeſaid, and for the better ſetting on work the poor people and Inhabitants of the 
Kingdoms and Dominion aforeſaid, CAnd to the intent that the full and beſt uſe ana 
benefit of the principal Native Commodities of the ſame Kinodoms and Dominion , 
214y.come., redound , and be unto, and amongſt the Subjetts and Inhabitants of the 
ſame , and 'not unto, or amonglt the Subjeits and Inhabitants of any Foreign Realms or 
States , asthe ſame now of late in ſome great meaſure hath done , and u« further 
likely to do ,*if ſome ſeverer puniſhment than heretofore be not ſpeedily inflicted upon 
ſuch Offenders , -4s ſhall be cAors or Aſſiſtants in and to ſuch Exportation and 
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Tranſportation ,, and in and to ſuch carrying and conveying away thereof as aforeſaid, 


"ow fince theſe Reaſons are at this time in force . and of the ſame validity , as when the At 
© -- "was firſt made, then togive liberty for the Exportation of Wool, &c. will be to att con- 

wry to the Intereſt of the whole Nation. : 
(oY 


it be alledged that there is a Superfluity of Wool that cannot be-yended, for want of 

A quick yent of Cloth, and therefore neceſſary to be Exported. The Anſfier.to that is natu- 
[ral and apparent;, Exportation of Wool is the grand cauſe thereof, .it: having been made 
appear, that by means of one Pack of Engl and Fiſh Wool Tranſported beyond the 
Seas , our Neighbouring Nations have improved a double , if nota treble proportion of their 
ewn ,” which would: otherwiſe haye been of. little uſe unto them 3, for they cannot have Wap 
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' fo good and cheap any where elſe, nor carry on that Manufauure effeQually without our 


Enoliſh and Iriſh Wool; therefore it is contrary tothe [ntereſt of the Nation to diſpoſe of it 
upon any terms or pretences , how ſpecious ſoever they may ſeem. ; 

.If a Liberty be granted for Exportation of Wool, and a conſiderable Duty impoſed upon 
it, whereby it may amount toa greater Rate to Foreigners than His Majeſties own SubjeRts, 
This will renew their old Artifice of Clandeſtine Tranſportation to ſave the charge of the 
Duty, conſidering that their excuſe will be more plauſible , their adyantage' more conſiderable , 
and hazard, leſs: They will afluredly be no more conſcientious in the payment of His Majeſties 
Impoſts than obeying his Laws , which prohibited the Exportation, though upon a ſevere pe- 


| nalty. If the Impoſt be great, itwill grarifie them for the Riſque they run to ſave the payment 


thereof; if little, it will be eaſily ballanced by the adyantages our Neighbours have over us 


' In cheap Diet , and Labour. 


And although it hath been affirmed , that a ſimited Exportation of Wool would increaſe 


_ His Majeſties Cuſtogis , and ralfc the price of Lands , &'c. it's humbly conceived the effects 


of that would prove dire&ly contrary , for the Cuſtoms are not comparatively raiſed from the 
Export, but ak which muft proportionably fall, as the quantity of our ManufaQure 
failsof Exportition : The Cuſtoms upon the Manufature Exported , and the Materials uſed in 
making thereof Imported , do amount to more than in reaſon will be thought fit to be impoſed 
upon Wool, befides the Cuſtoms of thoſe vaſt quantities of other Goods , which are brought 


in by reaſon of our Exported ManufaQures, would in great part be loft to His Majeſty ; for 


though it be allow'd that the Exported Wool would bring in ſome fuch Goods, yet a'Pack of 
Wool unwrought at Ten Pounds, cannot bring in fo much as the ſame Pack ManufaQured , 
which will be at treble the value, and if the Kingdom loſe Twenty Pounds by every Pack of 


| Wool exported, (as is beyondall controverſic demonſtrable ) it is conceived that no Man can 


have reaſon to maintain His Majeſty will bea gainer thereby : And if an Expertation be allow'd 
for ſome Months , it will be the ſame thing as if :there were no. Prohibition atall; for thoſe 
Foreigners who ſhall have liberty to Buy and Export at certain times, will not want Agents 
among the Manufacturers themſelyes, to engroſs the Wool againſt the times of allowance; by . 
which means the whole Trade of the Kingdom will be loſt, and the multitude of Families 
which depend thereupon, be conſtrained to reſort to thoſe parts where the Wool is to be Manu- 
fattured , the conſequence whereof will be the impoveriſhing and unpeopling of the Kingdom. 
.There is now at preſent a ſufficient number of ManofaQurers in the Kingdom, and multi- 
-udes of Poor and"indigent Perſons. who are ready to ftarve for want of Imployment: It is 
therefore humbly conceived , that it is the preſent Intereſt of the Kingdom to endeavour by all 
poſſible means to keep our Wool, and the ManufaQturing thereof to our ſelves , conſidering 
how ſad and deplorable a thing it will be, if atthis junRure of time, when the FrexchKing, 
and other Neighbouring Princes and States, are endeavouring by all manner of intrigues and 
imaginable contrivances, beſides vaſt expences, t9 ercR, and encreaſe the Woollen ManufaQure 
in their Dominions, which without the uſe of our Wool they cannever perfealy accompliſh, 
we our fſelyes ſhould contrive a way to bring their deſign to perfeRion , by delivering that in- 
eſtimable Jewel into their hands , and conſequently deveſting our ſelyes of the propriety there- 
of, which we above all Nations have the ſole reaſon tolay claim'to. ” | 
' Our Anceſtors were in former Apes very ſtudious and indyftrious to improve our Woollen 
Manufa&tures, whereby we may plainly ſee the neceſſity of its encouragement, and ſhall it 
(after fo much .care uſed by them to bring it to our doors) be by us negleed ? Shall their 
wiſdom: that judged this ManufaQure and Trade , ( and that not without great reaſon) the - 


me Support and Glory of our Nation, be called in Queſtion?. And ſhall we ſuffer our - 


ſelves to be thus defeated of it , whenweare as well able to defend and maintain it as they, and 
by experience find it the chiefeft ManufaQure, - and Support of the Strength , Honour, and 
Wealth of our Engliſh Nation. | ”— 

'* The principal and firſt Reaſon of the preſent abatement of the price of Wool, is the French 


King's extream Impoſitions upen our ManufaQure, which is twice doubled ſince His Majeſties 
mo 


moit happy. Keltauration , 1N 10 mucn 'Tnar Irveral forrs of Cloth pay from Twenty five Pounds 
to Fifty Pounds per Cent. whereby is prevented the Exportation to His Dominions in value above 
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' "The third Reaſon is the not wearing, and otherwite uſing of our own Wool, or the Cloth 
made thereof both by our ſelves at home, and the People in our ſeveral Plantations abroad , 
which is another cauſe of the great abatement of the price of Wool. And 


— —_ F PIE 5 


And here it is worth the obſeryation to conſider, what encouragement His Majefties good 
Example was this Jaſt Summer to the Engliſh ManufaQure by his wearing of It, whereby the 


' Market of Blackwel-Hall for mixed Clothes, was improved to a greater height than it had been 


for many years precedent. | 


Moreover, what tends to the furthering the Conſumption of Wool, conduceth evidently to - 


the advancement of its price , which brings to mind that Att of Parliament i\made ſome years 
ſince , for. the Burying in Woollen ;, and he that will but peruſe it, may be yery well ſatisfied ; 
that the Parliament was ſufficiently ſenſible of the great loſs we were in all probabilitylike to 
ſuſtain, if ſome way or other were not found out to conſume our Wool. 

Let us therefore examin and probably conje&ure upon that examination, how much Wool 
might have been Buried fince that AR of Parliament was firſt made and publiſhed , without any 
diſparagement to the deceaſed, 'or their furviving Friends , and then it will manifeſtly appear, 
that a great part of the Wool that is now in this Kingdom, had by this time been under Grovnd. 
. . Further you may obſerve, that in London there are Buried one year with another (when 


there is no Plague nor Epidemick Diſtemper) about Twenty thouſand Perſons, which (as ſome . 


judicious Men have remarked) bears a ſeyenth part in proportion with the whole Kingdom. 
Now ſuppoſe that there dye in England One hundred and forty thouſand yearly-, and allow 
three Pounds of Wool for a Shroud one with another , which amounts to Four hundred and 
twenty thouſand Pounds of Wool yearly Buried, ſo that in Ten years we ſhall ſpend by this 
means Forty and two hundred thouſand Pounds of Wool, a good proportion of One years 
growth, with this conſiderable advantage to our Poor , that it is firſt made into Cloth. 
Now had that A of Parliament been duly obſerv'd ( as it was our Intereſt fo to do) it is 


* plainly obvious to any diſcerning Perſon , what quantity of Wool had by this time been conſu- 


med inour Kingdom of England, and about Threeſcore thouſand Pounds Sterling per Annmn , 


of our Money faved , which we lay out for Linnen Cloth purpoſely for thatuſe , as may appear 
by examining this Charge by the former Rule. 


It is altogether indiſputable , that the frequent Tranſportation of Wool from Ireland into 


Foreign Parts,is an occaſion of the great decay of the Woollen ManufaQture in this Kingdom, and 


the Impoveriſhment (if not Ruine) of many Thouſand Families, which were heretofore employed 
in the ſame. 

And although the former good Laws, Statutes , and Proviſions which have been framed to 
prevent ſo great and impendent a miſchief , have not produced that good effedt that was thereby 


intended , but that abundance of Wool is till convey'd to Foreign Parts from His Majeſties - 
Dominions , eſpecially Ireland; and that they who have made inſpe&ion into thePraRice of - © 


Iriſh Traders , do find, that of fo prodigious a quantity. of Wool as goes by Shipping from 
thence , (which is near Four times as much as formerly ) above the Moiety of it hath been con- 
vey'd to Foreign Parts; which Grievance, if continued , muſt of neceſlity ſpeedily and inevi- 
tably prejudice , it not deſtroy our ManufaQture. [o 

And upon Conſideration what ſhould be the cauſe of fo increaſing a miſchief, it appears, that 
fraudulent and evil-minded Perſons, by Combination with, or negligence of Ree Guomers 
do frequently enter inſolvent, or non-reſident Securities for returning Certificates of their 
having Landed their Wool in Englazd, and ſometimes produce forged and falfe Certificates, to 
the deluding of the Judges, who cannot have time nor means to inſpe& into the ſame, as by 
ſeveral Proofs ready to be produced may appear : Beſides by underhand Profecution of their 
own Bonds, they produce no Proofs to the Judges, but ſuch as ſhall lead ( on pretence of 
Ship-wrack , croſs Winds, or the like) to the diſcharge of their Bonds, and Judgment againſt 
His Majeſty on the ſame, to the total deluding of the Law , and the encouragement of their 
licentious praCtices. Ee TS 

Now fince it is contrary to the intent of Law , which obliges all perſons to return Certificates 
of their having Landed the Woolin Englard, to make ſuch forfeit for not doing ſo, who by 
misfortune , Ship-wrack, or Piracy , have loſt their Goods atSea : Therefore it is abſolutely 
neceſſary , that great care be taken rightly to diftinguiſh between ſuch Perſons as really, and 
ſuch as only pretend to have received ſuch damages , which the Judges can never do : For he 
that knows he ſhall offend, ean ſooneſt become Proſecutor ; and ſo managins the cauſe himſelf 
againſt himſelf, - can let the Judges have noother information , but ſuch as may lead them to a 
Judgment againſt the King, and diſcharge of the delinquent, to the total diffolution of the Lav. 

Finally , if the care of our Anceſtors hath beer fo great to Enatt Laws for the Promotion, 
and encouragement of the Woollen ManufaQture; if the advancement thereof be the ſupport 
of the Glory , and Renown of our Engliſh Nation ,. and will prevent the Impoveriſhment, if 
hot the fatal Ruine and inevitable DeſtruQion of Thouſands of Families that now are involy'd 
in Penury and Want: If it will advance the Price of Wool, and improve the Rate of Lands: 
If any, or all theſe things conlidered can-prevail, it is preſum'd ( with ſubmiſhon ) tkat 
this High Court will take fome ſpeedy Courſe fot the Redrels of fo National a Grievance, 
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